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AGENDA 

 

Fourth Annual 

ASH Advocacy Leadership Institute 

October 1-2, 2014 

ASH Headquarters Conference Center 

2021 L Street NW, 10th floor 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Objectives: 

 

 Participants will gain an understanding of how the federal legislative and regulatory 

processes work; 

 Participants will learn about ASH’s position on key policy issues; 

 Participants will learn how to become effective advocates for hematology and will 

demonstrate new skills during visits with their congressional delegation; 

 Participants will learn how ASH is involved in policy development; 

 Participants will learn what opportunities are available through ASH to get involved in 

advocacy and other Society activities. 

 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014 

8:00 a.m. Breakfast Available 

8:30 a.m. Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

Alan Lichtin, MD 

Chair, 2014 ASH Advocacy Leadership Institute 

 Introductions 

ASH Advocacy Leadership Institute Participants 

 Overview of Workshop Objectives 

Alan Lichtin, MD 

9:00 a.m. How a Bill Becomes a Law and What Happens Next 

Suzanne Leous, MPA 

ASH Director of Government Relations, Practice and Scientific Affairs 
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 Ellen Riker 

ASH Consultant 

Senior Vice President, Cavarocchi Ruscio Dennis Associates 

9:30 a.m. Federal Budget 101, the National Debt Debate and the Impact on Health 

Funding 

David Reich 

Senior Policy Consultant 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

Emily Holubowich, MPP 

Executive Director, Coalition for Health Funding 

Co-Chair, NDD United 

Senior Vice President, Cavarocchi Ruscio Dennis Associates 

11:00 a.m. NIH Perspective:  Outlook for Hematology Research Funding and 

Workforce 

Dr. Sally Rockey 

Deputy Director for Extramural Research 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

12:30 p.m. BREAK/Lunch Available 

1:00 p.m. Overview of ASH Programs, Activities, and Opportunities and How 

You Can Get Involved 

Martha Liggett, Esq. 

ASH Executive Director 

 Matthew Gertzog, MBA, CAE 

ASH Deputy Executive Director 

  ASH Abstract Review Process 

Joanna Robertson 

ASH Annual Meeting Publications Manager 

  ASH Clinical News Magazine 

Karen Learner 

ASH Communications Manager, Publications 

Managing Editor, ASH Clinical News 

  ASH Education, Training, and Quality Programs 

Charles Clayton 

ASH Senior Director, Education, Training, and Quality 

Julie Orlando-Castro 

ASH Director of Education 

Cara Molinari 

ASH Director of Training 

Robert Plovnick, MD, MS 

ASH Director of Quality Improvement Programs 



4 

 

  ASH Fundraising, Awards, and Diversity Programs 

Patricia Frustace 

ASH Director of Development 

  ASH Image Bank 

Deborah Christian 

ASH Publications Manager 

  ASH International Programs 

Chase Willett 

ASH International Programs Specialist 

Michelle Lara 

ASH International Programs Specialist 

  ASH Practice Programs & Resources 

Brian Whitman 

ASH Senior Manager for Policy and Practice 

  ASH Advocacy 

Suzanne Leous, MPA 

Tracy Roades 

ASH Legislative Advocacy Manager 

 o Perspective of Previous ALI Graduate 

  Rachel Cook, MD, MS (2011 ALI Graduate) 

2:00 p.m. BREAK 

2:15 p.m. Congressional and Agency Staff Perspective:  What It’s Really Like to 

Work on Capitol Hill and the Federal Agencies and Why Advocacy 

Matters 

Brett Baker 

Professional Staff 

House Committee on Ways & Means 

Ronald Kline, MD 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellow (2013-14) 

Current:  Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI) 

Former:  Office of Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) 

3:00 p.m. Role of Media in Advocacy 

  ASH’s Role in Getting the Message Out 

Andrea Slesinski 

ASH Communications Manager 

 Role of Social Media and Taking Advocacy Back Home 

Jodie Curtis 

Executive Vice President 

The District Policy Group 

https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=Placements%3A+Office+of+US+Senator+Ron+Wyden%3B+Center+for+Medicare+and+Medicaid+Innovation+%28CMMI%29&trk=prof-exp-company-name
http://www.districtpolicygroup.com/team-detail/jodie-a-curtis
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Erin Will Morton 

Senior Policy and Advocacy Advisor 

The District Policy Group 

4:00 p.m. BREAK/Group Photo 

4:15 p.m. Workshop Session:  Tools for Capitol Hill Visits 

Suzanne Leous, MPA 

Ellen Riker 

  General Tips for Capitol Hill Visits 

  Review of Issues and Talking Points 

  Discussion of Fact Sheets 

  Role-Playing for Capitol Hill Visits 

5:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 

Thursday, October 2, 2014 

7:30 a.m. Breakfast Available 

7:45 a.m. Capitol Hill Visits/Strategy Review 

 Overview, Logistics, and Schedule 

ASH Staff 

8:15 a.m. Travel to Capitol Hill 

9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m. 

Congressional Visits 

Each participant will visit his/her Representative and Senators as scheduled 

and will leave ASH fact sheets with the Member of Congress or staff person. 

5:00 p.m. Departure 

 

 

Follow-Up: 

 

 Each participant will participate in an ASH advocacy campaign and will successfully 

encourage at least two colleagues to participate. 

 

 Participants will be recognized at the Grassroots Network Lunch on Saturday, December 

6, 2014 at the 56th ASH Annual Meeting and Exposition in San Francisco, CA. 

 

http://www.hematology.org/Annual-Meeting/Program/3002.aspx
http://www.hematology.org/Annual-Meeting/
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2014 ASH ADVOCACY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS 

 

 Alan E. Lichtin, MD (Chair) 

Cleveland Clinic Foundation 

9500 Euclid Avenue, Desk R-35 

Cleveland, OH 44195-0002 

(216) 444-6823 

lichtia@ccf.org 

 

Maria Aleman, PhD 

UNC Chapel Hill 

Center for Environmental Medicine, 

Asthma, and Lung Biology 

Human Studies Facility, Room 505 

104 Mason Farm Road, CB#7310 

Chapel Hill, NC 27599 

(678) 852-9922 

maria.aleman@unc.edu 

Ateefa Chaudhury, MD 

Moffitt Cancer Center 

12902 Magnolia Drive 

Tampa, FL 33612 

(813) 745-4673 

Ateefa.Chaudhury@moffitt.org 

Aaron Gerds, MD 

Cleveland Clinic 

Taussig Cancer Institute 

9500 Euclid Avenue R-35 

Cleveland, OH 44195 

(216) 445-9840 

gerdsa@ccf.org 

Anne Beaven, MD 

Duke University Medical Center 

Division of Hematologic Malignancies 

and Cellular Therapy 

DUMC Box 3961 

Durham, NC 27710 

(919) 684-8964 

anne.beaven@dm.duke.edu 

Rachel Cook, MS, MD 

(2011 ALI graduate) 
Oregon Health & Science University 

Hematology 

Mail Code L586 

3181 SW Sam Jackson Park Road 

Portland, OR 97239-3098 

coora@ohsu.edu 

Gregory Harris, DO 

Genesys Regional Medical Center 

1 Genesys Parkway 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

(678) 772-4289 

drgregoryharrisdo@gmail.com 

Nelli Bejanyan, MD 

University of Minnesota 

Hematology, Oncology and 

Transplantation 

420 Delaware Street SE 

Mayo Mail Code 480 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-6982 

nbejanya@umn.edu 

Kevin Curran, MD 

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Ctr. 

1275 York Avenue, Box 439 

New York, NY 10065 

(212) 639-5836 

currank@mskcc.org 

Kimberly Kruczek, DO 

Loyola University Medical Center 

2160 S. First Avenue 

Maywood, IL 60153 

(401) 480-4230 

kkruczek@lumc.edu 

Jennifer Carney, MD 

Kaiser Permanente 

3288 Moanalua Road 

Honolulu, HI 96819 

(808) 277-4301 

jennifer.f.carney@kp.org 

Craig Devoe, MD 

Monter Cancer Center 

Hofstra North Shore/ 

LIJ School of Medicine 

450 Lakeville Road 

Lake Success, NY 11042 

(516) 734-8874 

cdevoe@nshs.edu 

Aleksandr Lazaryan, MD, PhD, MPH 

University of Minnesota 

Hematology, Oncology and 

Transplantation 

Mayo Mail Code 480 

420 Delaware Street SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 584-9984 

alazarya@umn.edu 

Katherine Chang, MD 

University of Texas Health Science 

Center-San Antonio 

Hematology/Oncology 

7979 Wurzbach Road 

4th Floor Zellar MSC 8232 

San Antonio, TX 78229 

(210) 450-1667 

changkw@uthscsa.edu 

Jesus Fabregas, MD 

Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Ctr. 

University of Miami 

1475 NW 12th Avenue, Suite 3310 

P.O. Box 016960 (D8-4) 

Miami, FL 33136 

(305) 987-2987 

jfabregas@med.miami.edu 

Michael Lill, MB, BS, FRACP, FRCPA 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Blood & Marrow Transplant; Samuel 

Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute 

8700 Beverly Boulevard 

Suite AC1070 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

(310) 423-2942 

lillm@cshs.org 

mailto:lichtia@ccf.org
mailto:maria.aleman@unc.edu
mailto:Ateefa.Chaudhury@moffitt.org
mailto:gerdsa@ccf.org
mailto:anne.beaven@dm.duke.edu
mailto:coora@ohsu.edu
mailto:drgregoryharrisdo@gmail.com
mailto:nbejanya@umn.edu
mailto:currank@mskcc.org
mailto:kkruczek@lumc.edu
mailto:jennifer.f.carney@kp.org
mailto:cdevoe@nshs.edu
mailto:alazarya@umn.edu
mailto:changkw@uthscsa.edu
mailto:jfabregas@med.miami.edu
mailto:lillm@cshs.org
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2014 ASH ADVOCACY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE PARTICIPANTS (cont.) 

 
Joshua Lukenbill, DO 

Regional Health 

Hematology/Oncology 

353 Fairmont Boulevard 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

(216) 636-2481 

jlukenbill@regionalhealth.com 

Anju Nair, MD 

University of Arizona College of 

Medicine 

South Campus 

Internal Medicine 

2800 E. Ajo Way 

Tucson, AZ 85713 

(214) 458-3360 

nair.anju@gmail.com 

Erik Tucker, PhD 

Aronora, Inc. 

4640 SW Macadam Avenue 

Suite 200A 

Portland, OR 97239 

(503) 522-3083 

etucker@aronorabio.com 

Laura Michaelis, MD 

Medical College of Wisconsin 

Hematology/Oncology 

9200 W. Wisconsin Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53226 

(414) 805-4600 

lmichaelis@mcw.edu 

Kathleen Neville, MD, MS 

Children's Mercy Hospital 

Dept. of Pediatrics 

2401 Gillham Road 

Kansas City, MO 64108 

(816) 234-3059 

kaneville@cmh.edu 

Saroj Vadhan-Raj, MD 

University of Texas 

MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Cytokines & Supportive Oncology 

1400 Holcombe Boulevard 

Unit 450 

FC12.3020 

Houston, TX 77030-4008 

(713) 792-7966 

svadhanr@mdanderson.org 

Srikanth Nagalla, MBBS, MS 

Thomas Jefferson University 

Cardeza Foundation for Hematologic 

Research 

1015 Chestnut Street, Suite 1321 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

(215) 806-4974 

srikanth.nagalla@jefferson.edu 

Rizwan Romee, MD 

Washington University 

660 South Euclid Avenue 

Campus Box 8007 

St. Louis, MO 63110 

(314) 454-8304 

rromee@dom.wustl.edu 

 

 

mailto:jlukenbill@regionalhealth.com
mailto:nair.anju@gmail.com
mailto:etucker@aronorabio.com
mailto:lmichaelis@mcw.edu
mailto:kaneville@cmh.edu
mailto:svadhanr@mdanderson.org
mailto:srikanth.nagalla@jefferson.edu
mailto:rromee@dom.wustl.edu

