MDS Measures and Detailed Definitions
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Measure 1

MDS patient whose initial diagnostic evaluation includes cytogenetic testing on bone marrow

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who had cytogenetic testing during initial diagnostic evaluation.

Cytogenetic testing codes include:

88237 – Chromosome analysis, marrow (Tissue culture for neoplastic disorders; bone marrow, blood cells)

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 2

MDS patient with an established risk classification/ prognostication system (such as the International Prognostic Scoring System (IPSS), French-American British (FAB) or the World Health Organization (WHO)) used to help plan therapeutic options

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection with an established risk classification/ prognostication system (such as the International Prognostic Scoring System (IPSS), French-American British (FAB) or the World Health Organization (WHO)) used to help plan therapeutic options

Risk classification/ prognostication system codes include:

TBD

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 3
MDS patient presenting with anemia (Hgb<11g/dl) had evidence of adequate iron stores prior to receiving erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy 

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are being treated with erythropoietin/darbepoietin who have had either:

Bone marrow examination including iron stain within 12 weeks preceding erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy

Bone marrow iron stain codes include:

87209 – Complex special stain (eg, trichrome, iron, hematoxylin) for ova and parasites 
OR

Peripheral blood iron showing ferritin > 100 ng / ml and /or the ratio of serum iron to TIBC is > 20%?  

Peripheral blood codes include:

83540 – Fe, AND 

82728  - Ferritin, AND 

83550 – Iron binding 

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are being treated with erythropoietin/darbepoietin
Erythropoietin therapy codes include:

J0881 – Darbepoetin alfa, injection, non-ESRD use, 1 microgram

JO885 – Epoetin alfa, injection, for non ESRD use 1000 units 

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 4
MDS patient presenting with anemia (Hgb<11 g/dl) had serum erythropoietin level <=500 mU/ml prior to receiving erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy 

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are being treated with erythropoietin/darbepoietin who have serum erythropoietin level <=500 mU/ml prior to receiving erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy 

Serum erythropoeitin level codes include:

TBD 

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are being treated with erythropoietin/darbepoietin
Erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy codes include:

J0881 – Darbepoetin alfa, injection, non-ESRD use, 1 microgram

JO885 – Epoetin alfa, injection, for non ESRD use 1000 units 

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 5
MDS patient presenting with anemia (Hgb<11 g/dl) and receiving erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy evaluated for response of the hemoglobin or hematocrit after 8 weeks AND discontinued erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy in the absence of benefit, OR decrease dose to tolerance if positive response

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection receiving erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy evaluated for response of the hemoglobin or hematocrit after 8 weeks

AND

Erythropoietin/darbepoietin dose decreased to tolerance if positive response

OR

Erythropoietin/darbepoietin therapy discontinued in absence of benefit

Evaluated for response means:

TBD – Hematocrit
TBD – Hemoglobin



	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are being treated with erythropoietin/darbepoietin
Erythropoietin therapy codes include:

J0881 – Darbepoetin alfa, injection, non-ESRD use, 1 microgram

JO885 – Epoetin alfa, injection, for non ESRD use 1000 units 

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 6
MDS patient who has received >20 units of packed red cells transfused or has a ferritin level >1000 ng/ml receiving chelation to decrease iron overload

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who have received > 20 units of packed red cell transfusions or have a ferritin level >1000 ng/ml who are receiving intravenous or oral iron chelation therapy to decrease iron overload
Chelation therapy codes include:

J0895 – Deferoxamine mesylate, 500 mg

Code TBD – Deferasirox/ICL670

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who have received > 20 units of packed red cells transfusions or have a ferritin level >1000 ng/ml
Transfusion codes include:

36430 – Infusion of red cells (outpatient) Transfusion, blood or blood components

P9016 – Red blood cells, leukocyte depleted (reduced), each unit

P9038 – Red blood cells irradiated, each unit

P9021 – Red blood cells, each  unit
OR

Ferritin level >1000

Ferritin codes include:

82728  - Ferritin

	Exclusions
	· Patient refuses or does not tolerate chelation therapy

· INT-2 or HIGH risk MDS where expected survival is short


Measure 7
MDS patient who is transfusion dependent or high risk MDS and a candidate for allogeneic stem cell transplant receiving irradiated transfusion products

	Numerator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are transfusion dependent or high risk MDS and candidates for allogeneic stem cell transplant who are receiving irradiated transfusion products

Irradiated transfusion products codes include:

P9040, APC 0969 – RBC, leukoreduced and irradiated

	Denominator
	The number of MDS patients in your selection who are transfusion dependent and candidates for allogeneic stem cell transplant

Stem cell transplant codes include:

TBD

	Exclusions
	None


Measure 8

Diagnosis of MDS and eligibility for clinical trial checked at least once a year

	Numerator
	The number of patients in your selection with MDS
AND

Were checked for eligibility for clinical trial during at least one office visit during the year

Check for eligibility for clinical trials means:

Documentation in the patient’s medical record that the patient was checked for eligibility for clinical trials at least once during the year



	Denominator
	The number of patients in your selection with MDS


	Exclusions
	None
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