FY 2010 DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS BILLS
House and Senate Committee Report Language on Hematology Research
	Agency/Institute

	House Committee Report


	Senate Committee Report



	NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute


	Hematology.-With the rising incidence in the U.S. of Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS), an increasingly common and often fatal bone marrow failure disorder that primarily affects individuals over 60 years of age, a vigorous research program into the causes of this disorder and the development of effective treatments is needed. In 2008, a panel of outside experts, in collaboration with several NIH institutes, recommended a research agenda for MDS. The Committee .encourages NHLBI, working with NCI, NIDDK, and NIA, to develop a plan to implement the MDS research agenda beginning in 2010.
Sickle Cell Disease – The NHLBI research program on sickle cell disease is a core program that has advanced physicians' understanding of how to diagnose, treat, and manage this chronic blood disease. The Committee encourages NHLBI to strengthen its funding for the Basic and Translational Research Program in sickle cell disease. The Committee takes note of NHLBI's Request for Information to identify sites with sufficient research infrastructure and patient population to undertake clinical studies in hemoglobinopathies with an emphasis on sickle cell disease and thalassemia. This research network, along with the surveillance system and disease registry under development with CDC, will improve knowledge and lead to better treatments for sickle cell disease and other hemaglobinopathies.

	Myelodysplastic Syndrome [MDS] – The Committee strongly urges the NHLBI, working with the NCI, NIDDK, and NIA, to develop a plan to implement the MDS research agenda that was developed in November 2008.

Sickle Cell Disease – The Committee supports NHLBI’s request for information to identify sites with sufficient research infrastructure and patient population to undertake clinical studies in hemoglobinopathies with an emphasis on sickle cell disease and thalassemia. This research network, along with the surveillance system and disease registry under development with the CDC, will improve knowledge and lead to better treatments for sickle cell disease and other hemaglobinopathies. The Committee requests that NHLBI provide an update on the network in the fiscal year 2011 congressional budget justification.



	National Cancer Institute


	Hematology – The Committee is aware of efforts being made by the Institute's Office of Latin American Cancer Program Development to train physicians and scientists in the development of clinical trials and collaborative research networks focused on blood cancers. The Committee encourages NCI to support these international programs, which will improve research mechanisms and access to novel treatments for cancer patients.


	Hematology – The Committee is aware of efforts being made by the Institute’s Office of Latin American Cancer Program Development, in conjunction with the American Society of Hematology, to train physicians and scientists in the development of clinical trials and collaborative research networks focused on blood cancers. The Committee encourages international programs such as this, which will improve research mechanisms and access to novel treatments for cancer patients.



	National Institute on Aging

	Hematology – The Committee commends NIA for establishing a consortium of research centers focused on anemia of the elderly, with the goal of developing effective prevention and treatment strategies to reduce the burden of this disease.


	

	CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION
Birth Defects, Development Disabilities, Disabilities and Health


	Venous Thromboembolism – Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT) and Pulmonary Embolism (PE), collectively known as venous thromboembolism (VTE) is estimated to affect one million Americans each year, with approximately one third of the cases being fatal PE. The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Prevent DVT and PE, as well as a report on VTE surveillance published in CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, recognize the need for strengthened disease surveillance and for the translation into practice of appropriate prevention measures. The Committee encourages CDC to develop a surveillance plan, which includes the resources needed to implement the recommendations of the Call to Action.

	Deep Vein Thrombosis.—The Committee is aware of the Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Prevent Deep Vein Thrombosis [DVT] and Pulmonary Embolism [PE]. The Committee encourages the CDC to consider creating a coordinated plan to reduce the prevalence of DVT and PE nationwide.




