
Raise the Cap Coalition  
 
May 7, 2010  
 
Hon. Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
The Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 
Dear Secretary Sebelius: 
 
On behalf of millions of patients with high-cost, chronic, and rare conditions and disorders, we 
are writing to urge you to implement the elimination of lifetime caps for all plans – new and 
grandfathered – on September 23, 2010.  As you are aware, the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) makes numerous important changes to the private insurance 
market, several of which are to take effect six months after enactment.  While the elimination of 
lifetime caps is included among these "immediate" reforms, we are deeply concerned that 
insurers may be permitted to impose lifetime caps beyond the six month implementation date. 
We ask that you publicly request that insurers eliminate lifetime limits as of September 23, 2010, 
as they have agreed to do on rescissions and extension of dependent coverage.   
 
The PPACA reforms the private insurance market to ensure that patients have access to life-
saving treatments and prioritizes critical reforms to be implemented six months after enactment.  
In addition to eliminating lifetime limits in all plans, this new law also ends the practice of 
rescissions; eliminates pre-existing condition exclusions for children; and extends dependent 
coverage to age 26.  While initial health reform proposals did not include grandfathered plans, 
we are very grateful that the final bill eliminated lifetime caps in both new and grandfathered 
plans and that all individuals will benefit from this critical reform.   
 
While lifetime caps are intended to be prohibited six months after enactment, we continue to 
hear from insurers that lifetime caps are permissible until a new plan year begins, even though 
this may take place after September 23, 2010.  This is contrary to how the other immediate 
reforms are being implemented.  In recent weeks, you have led the charge in urging insurance 
companies to prohibit rescissions, eliminate pre-existing condition exclusions for children, and 
extend dependent coverage to age 26, even before the effective date in September.   
 
We applaud your efforts and ask that you urge insurance companies to eliminate lifetime caps 
by September 23, 2010.  President Obama and Congressional leaders have rightly championed 
the elimination of lifetime caps and have included it in the first round of private insurance market 
reforms to be implemented immediately.  Individuals with high-cost, chronic and rare conditions 
must no longer be impeded in accessing necessary health care services or treatments, nor 
should they be impoverished by lifetime limits on benefits.  We have the opportunity to provide 
the relief these individuals need and deserve, and appreciate your continued commitment to 
implementing and enforcing health care reform. 
 
Sincerely, 
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