@Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

Support Research on Blood Cancers

March 12, 2009

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to request that you join us in sending the attached letter to the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense that recommends the establishment of a blood cancer
research program at $25 million in FY 2010.

Several blood cancers, including chronic lymphocytic leukemia, non-Hodgkin lymphoma,
Hodgkin lymphoma, and multiple myeloma, have been determined by the Institute of Medicine
(IOM) to be associated with exposure to chemical agents like Agent Orange, used widely during
the Vietnam War. In addition, the IOM has noted links between Gulf War veterans’ exposure to
toxins as a result of their active military service and the development of blood cancers.

A blood cancer research program would meet the high standards that Congress must apply to all
new initiatives because it would produce: 1) targeted benefits by contributing to better treatments
for military personnel and veterans who may be at heightened risk of blood cancers resulting
from exposure to toxins, including Agent Orange, and 2) broad benefits by addressing blood
cancers, a diagnosis confronted each year by 140,000 Americans, and potentially all forms of
cancer, since research on a specific cancer often yields knowledge related to other cancers.

CDMRP would be strengthened if it were expanded to include a blood cancer research initiative.
An initiative within CDMRP that is specifically directed to blood cancers is critical to attracting
the highest quality research proposals and stimulating efforts that would look at the special and
difficult problems that may be experienced by military personnel with blood cancers.

For more information or to sign on to the letter, please contact Abha Kundi (Rep. Capps) at
Abha Kundi@mail.house.gov or Chris Sarley (Rep. Shimkus) at Chris.Sarley@mail.house.gov .

Sincerely,
LOIS CAPPS SHIMKUS
Member of Congress mber of Congress

March XX, 2009

The Honorable John P. Murtha, Chair
Subcommittee on Defense

Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young
Ranking Member
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Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States House of Representatives

Dear Chairman Murtha and Ranking Member Young:

We are writing to recommend the initiation of a $25 million blood cancer research program as
part of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP) at the Department of
Defense (DoD), an effort that may provide important benefits for military personnel and veterans,
as well as for other Americans diagnosed with the blood cancers and other forms of cancer.

It is fitting the CDMRP would include a blood cancer research program, because military
personnel may be at heightened risk of developing several forms of blood cancers as a result of
their exposure to chemical and biological agents. The links between these exposures and the
blood cancers have been reported by the Institute of Medicine (IOM), and the Department of
Veterans Affairs presumes these diseases to be service-connected for Vietnam veterans and offers
medical and disability benefits to affected individuals. By providing funding and leadership for -
blood cancer research, the CDMRP can stimulate a creative and aggressive response to
understanding the blood cancers and accelerating development of new treatments that will benefit
military personnel and others.

Although blood cancer researchers have been eligible to receive funding through the omnibus
peer reviewed medical research program, the availability of this funding has not resulted in a
dedicated, comprehensive, and intensive research effort focused on blood cancers. A specific
program for blood cancers holds the promise of fostering that sort of effort. Although the
potential for addressing the health care needs of military personnel and veterans is adequate
justification for a blood cancer program, such an effort holds promise for helping all cancer
patients, :

It is acknowledged that research on one form of cancer may yield basic or applied knowledge

related to other cancers, initially developed for blood cancers are now used in treatment of solid .

“tumors, and the basic research on blood cancers fuels basic research advances in other cancers, as
well. An investment in blood cancer research through CDMRP may produce significant
additional benefits beyond the diseases it specifically targets.

We urge the Subcommittee to fund the launch of a blood cancer research program at a modest
level of $25 million. This is a wise investment of federal funds for military personnel and other
Americans diagnosed with blood cancers. We would be pleased to provide additional
information about the status of blood cancer research and the opportunities that might be
supported through a new DoD effort.

Sincerely,




